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Staff Directory 
 
Adeela Abbasi 
Office Manager - Ext. 10 
 
Robin Dimock  
ReStore Sales Manager - Ext. 16 
 
Rosemary DiRita  
Dir. of Vol. & Family Svcs. - Ext. 15 
 
Jewel Everhart 
ReStore Driver / Sales Assoc.   
 
Russ Groh  
ReStore Manager - Ext. 22 
 
Aubruy Holmes  
VISTA Youth Coordinator - Ext. 21 
 
Barbara Mason  
Director of Development - Ext. 13 
 
Jeff Nettnin  
Construction Manager - Ext. 12 
 
Shana Newman  
Communications Manager - Ext. 17 
 
John Paukstis  
Executive Director - Ext. 11 
 
Jessica Reid  
Volunteer & Family  
Services Coordinator - Ext. 18 
 
Rachael Rice  
Director of Finance- Ext. 14 
 
Michael Tanner  
AmeriCorps Crew Leader  
 
Jen Wassmann 
Site Supervisor - Ext. 19 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
of Montgomery County   

         is founded. 
�
�

�

�With the help and  
         dedication of hundreds  
         of volunteers, HfH-MC  
         completes its first  
         home on Chandlee Mill 
         Road in Sandy Spring. 

 
 
 

 Habitat completes its  
 second home on    

         Chandlee Mill Road in 
         Sandy Spring.  
 
          
 
 
                                       

Habitat constructs a 
three bedroom home 

           in Kensington.  
           

 Habitat completes a  
 home in Rockville for 

           a family of four.  
           
 
 
 

 

Habitat completes its 
fifth home on 

           Lewis Avenue in 
           Rockville. Three 
           more homes were  
           built simultaneously  
           that year in Silver  
           Spring. 
 
 
 

 Habitat renovates  
 two homes for fami- 

            lies in Silver Spring.  
 

 Habitat renovates a  
 home on West Mont- 

            gomery Avenue in  
            Rockville. 
 

 
 Habitat hires its first  

 paid Executive Di- 
             rector and renovates  
             a home for a family 
             in Gaithersburg.  

 1992 
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  HfH-MC celebrates 25 years of building families, communities and hope 
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      Over the past two years, HfH-MC has 
been very blessed to have Linda Smathers 
as our Family Selection Committee Chair 
and as a member of our Board of Direc-
tors.  With dedication and determination, 
she led the Family Selection Committee 
through the application process for the 
first twelve townhomes in Burtonsville.       
     Linda spent countless hours reviewing 
applications and leading the committee in 
the challenging task of selecting partner 
families.  After a very short break, Linda 
and the committee began work on the 
family selection process for the second 

set of twelve townhouses.   
     Linda worked tirelessly with 
the Family Selection Committee 
and affiliate staff to create a new 
application package and increase 
efforts to get the word out to 
families in need about Habitat’s 
unique housing opportunities.   
     This past January and February, HfH-
MC’s Family Selection Committee and 
Family Services staff held four informa-
tion sessions, speaking to hundreds of 
interested homeowner applicants.  Now 
the Family Selection Committee will turn 

their efforts to the 
important task of 
application reviews 
and processing.   
     We appreciate the 
leadership that Linda 
provides to HfH-MC 
and all the work our 

committee members contribute to the 
mission of Habitat! 
 

Thank You Linda!  

“Habitaters” Participate in Biloxi Build-A-Thon 
     HfH-MC’s VISTA Youth Coordinator, 
Aubury Holmes and AmeriCorp Crew 

Leader Mike 
Tanner, helped 
build 20 Habitat 
for Humanity 
homes in Gulf-
port, Mississippi, 
from May 20-26.  
Aubur y  a nd 

Mike, along with more than 500 Ameri-
Corp members and alumni from across 
the country, grabbed hammers, saws and 
nails to help build homes with Habitat for 
Humanity of the Mississippi Gulf Coast.    
     “It was an amazing experience work-
ing alongside fellow AmeriCorp members 
who gathered to build these homes,” said 
Tanner.  “Habitat for Humanity’s efforts 
to help low-income families in the Gulf 
Coast and around the world is making a 
real difference in communities.” 
     The Habitat for Humanity neighbor-
hood will consist of 20 new homes that 
will help families affected by the Gulf 

Coast hurricanes improve their living con-
ditions.  To date, Habitat has begun con-
struction or completed more than 1,000 
homes in its program to help low-income 
families throughout the Gulf Coast recov-
ering from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  
By year’s end, Habitat for Humanity of 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast expects to 
complete 125 houses for hurricane-
affected families in Harrison and Jackson 
counties in Mississippi. 
    Congratulation on a job well done and 
thank you to all of our past and present 
AmeriCorp/VISTA Volunteers for help-
ing to make a difference in Montgomery 
County and in the Gulf Coast! 
     For more information about current 
VISTA/AmeriCorp opportunities with our 
affiliate, contact Rosemary DiRita, Direc-
tor of Volunteers and Family Services at  
rosemary.dirita@habitat-mc.org or visit 
our website at www.habitat-mc.org!  
 

 Habitat renovates two 
homes in Silver Spring. 
 
 

 

Habitat completes a single- 
family home in Poolesville.  

 
Later that year, four more town-
homes are completed in Silver 
Spring. 
 
 

Habitat completes another  
single-family home in 

Poolesville. This is the affiliate's 
first full church sponsored home. 
 

 
Habitat begins largest and 
most ambitious project to 

date - a 24 townhome community 
in Burtonsville.  
 

Habitat celebrates 25 years 
of building homes for low-

income families in Montgomery 
County. An anniversary celebra-
tion is planned for November 2nd 
in Bethesda.  

2003 

2003 

2004 

Donate A Car and Help Build Homes 
Through Habitat’s Cars for Home Program 

 
1-877-277-4344 

 or visit  
www.carsforhomes.org for more information!  
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       According to the Ameri-
can Heritage Dictionary, to 
"tithe" is “to contribute or pay 
a tenth part of one's annual 
income.”  Habitat for Human-
ity of Montgomery County, as 
an affiliate of Habitat for Hu-
manity International, is re-
quired to tithe. Each Habitat 
affiliate is independently run 
and is responsible for the 
work done in its community, 
including selecting families, 

constructing homes, providing 
homeowner mortgages—and 
fundraising.   
       Affiliates receive support 
from International in the form 
of information and training, 
but do not receive any fund-
ing.  Instead,  affiliates raise 
their own money and then 
contribute 10 percent of their 
(unrestricted) contributions to 
Habitat International to assist 
with home-building across the 
world. Our Montgomery 
County affiliate has recently 
designated Habitat India as 
the recipient of our annual 
donation. 
       India is often described as 
“a land of contrasts,” with 
areas of wealth and other ar-
eas of dire poverty. It is esti-

mated that 350 to 400 million 
people in India live below the 
poverty line.  Although many 
of these people live in the 
country, the 2001 census 
showed that almost one in 
four city dwellers live in a 
slum.   
       Rosemary DiRita, Direc-
tor of Volunteers and Family 
Services here in Montgomery 
County, developed a special 
interest in India when she was 
given the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the 2006 Jimmy 
Carter Work Project.   
       The Jimmy Carter work 
project is a yearly event led by 
former U.S. President and 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Jimmy Carter, along with his 
wife Rosalynn, and involves 

volunteers traveling around 
the world to build Habitat 
homes. In October, Rosemary 
joined thousands of volunteers 
from over thirty countries to 
help build in India.  At the end 
of the weeklong Project, 100 
Indian families had new 
homes. 
       Starting this summer, 
we will tithe 10% of our 
unrestricted donations to 
Habitat India! We appreci-
ate the commitment you 
have made to our commu-
nity and ask for your sup-
port as we work to build 
homes and lives for families 
in India!  
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Our love should not be just words and talk; 

it must be true love, which shows itself in action - John 3:18 
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   On May 20, Saint Mark Presbyterian 
Church in Rockville hosted "Habitat Sun-
day"—the kick-off to their year-long 
partnership with Habitat for Humanity of 
Montgomery County. 
    Habitat’s partnership with Saint Mark 
began in February when representatives 
presented HfH-MC with a $150,000 
check to fund the construction of one of 
the Linganore Woods townhomes.  
    The donated funds are part of the liqui-
dation proceeds Saint Mark Presbyterian 
received from Saint Mark Elderly Hous-
ing Corp—which owned and operated 
"Saint Mark House" a group home for the 

frail and elderly in Rockville, MD.  Saint Mark House 
was closed in 2005 because its original mission had been 
completed and its Board of Directors concluded the as-
sets of the corporation should be dedicated to local mis-
sion purposes.  

    Volunteers will begin working to complete the Saint 
Mark townhome this summer! Stayed tuned for more 
exciting projects from the Saint Mark team!  
     If your congregation is interested in hosting their 
own, Habitat Sunday,  please contact Shana Newman at 
shana.newman@habitat-mc.org!  
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�  Kay Haynes - Rev. Roy Howard - Tina Moulton �   

Habitat Building on Faith Committee  
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Saint Mark Presbyterian in Rockville Hosts Habitat Sunday to announce partnership 
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HfH-MC Begins Partnership With Habitat India 

Saint Mark Representatives Touring Construction Site 
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Showcasing the Efforts and Generosity of Those in the Business Community 

      On June 2nd, Hopkins & Porter, a longtime 
Habitat partner, sponsored Habitat Night at 
Bethesda Big Train.  Hopkins & Porter, a full-
service residential design, build, and handyman 
company serving the Washington DC area has 
hosted Habitat Night four years in a row and 
has made significant financial contributions to 
our affiliate.   
       The fun-filled evening began with a family 
picnic and continued with Habitat’s Executive 
Director, John Paukstis, throwing out the first 
pitch. Hopkins & Porter then presented Habitat 
with an $8,000 check!    
       Bethesda Big Train is a baseball team con-
sisting of college baseball athletes participating 
in a wooden bat summer league.  Big Train 

plays on Shirley Povich field in Bethesda, 
which was built with the assistance of Hopkins 
& Porter in 1999.  Proceeds from the team’s 
games go to improving local baseball and soft-
ball fields, allowing children all over the area 
the opportunity to participate in sports. 
       We would like to thank Guy Hopkins 
Semmes, Dana Semmes, Michael Porter Den-
ker and all the Hopkins & Porter associates 
for a fun evening and for your continued sup-
port of Habitat for Humanity of Montgomery 
County. We wish you congratulations on your 
30th anniversary of doing business! 
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      Looking to update 
your kitchen? Or per-
haps you’re finally 
getting around to that 
bathroom project that 
has been bugging you 
all winter? Why not 
try the Habitat Re-
Store for these and 
other home improve-
ment projects!  
       This year, we 
will be celebrating 
one year of service to 
the community and 
are offering custom-
ers the best deals on 
gently used furniture, 
building materials, and appli-
ances.  
       The Habitat ReStore is 
open to the public and serves as 
a community recycling center 
for a variety of home improve-
ment items – such as windows, 
doors, stoves, and dressers.  
         
 

Location: 
9100 Gaither Road,  
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
 
Hours:  
Tues. & Thurs.: 9am – 6pm;  
Wed. & Fri.: 9am – 5pm 
Sat: 8am – 4pm;  
Closed Sunday and Monday  

Are you a realtor, mortgage 
broker, or insurance agent? 
Contact Shana at 301-990-
0014 ext. 17 to learn more 

about the Neighbor to 
Neighbor Program & how 
you can make a difference 

in your neighborhood!   
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Trammell Crow Residential  

OBA Bank  
Goulston & Storrs  

LandAmerica Commercial Services  
Preston Partnership 

Sybase  
Bernard Wolf & Associates  

Riverstone Residential  
McFarlane Partners  

Elm Street Development  
PNC Real Estate  

Enterprise Realty, Svcs., Inc.  
Greenhill Capital Corp.  

Mitchell & Best  
Arch Design Group 

Turner Technologies  
Ballard, Spahar, Andrews & Ingersoll 

The Mayhood Company  
Hirshorn Zuckerman Design Group  
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This showroom kitchen was donated by  
Jennifer Gilmer Kitchen & Bath  in Bethesda. 
Stop by the store and find other great items! 



       A charitable gift annuity is simple 
and easy to do. Administered by Habitat 
for Humanity International, our program 
allows you to provide current funds for 
our affiliate’s mission of providing de-
cent affordable housing in Montgomery 
County; and at the same time, achieve a 
high level of reliable income for your-
self—for life.  
       Your donation of cash or securities 
establishes the annuity, which provides a 
lifetime income for you, usually at a 
higher rate of return than found in many 
other income-producing investments. 
Consider establishing a charitable gift 
annuity and enjoy these benefits: 
 

Ö Dependable Fixed Income for life 
         Income Now or Later – You can use  
         your income payments for current 
         financial needs or defer them to 
         supplement your retirement.  
 

Ö Tax Savings - You qualify for an 
income tax deduction the year you 
make the gift.  Gifts of real estate or 

        securities also save on capital gain 
        Taxes.                                            

       Did you know you can give gift an-
nuity payments to someone else? For 
example, let's say your mother is 80 years 
old and lives on a fixed income. She 
could use some extra money. So you 
make out a check for $10,000 to Habitat 
for Humanity-Montgomery County and 
we establish a gift annuity, naming your 
mother as the annuitant. 
       According to our current rates, she 
would receive guaranteed payments of 
$200 each quarter for the rest of her life. 
Of course, Habitat for Humanity-
Montgomery County would also benefit 
from this thoughtful arrangement. 
        Or, consider this scenario: You have 
two adult children and you want to sup-
plement their retirement programs. So 
you establish a deferred payment gift 
annuity with Habitat for Humanity-
Montgomery County for each of them. At 
the outset, when you provide the initial 
funds, you determine when the payments 
to your children will begin. It could be at 
age 65, or perhaps later.  
       We handle the details and make the 
payments. Again, the benefits are consid-
erable -- for you, for your children and 
for Habitat for Humanity. 

Can you give a gift annuity to a  
non-family member?  

 
        Yes indeed. In fact, some donors use 
these gift arrangements to benefit a treas-
ured friend, a longtime employee, a re-
vered teacher or someone else they want 
to assist. Gift annuities can help just 
about anyone! And all the while, Habitat 
for Humanity-Montgomery County also 
receives a blessing. 
       Barbara Mason, our 
director of development, 
would like to chat with 
you about our gift annuity 
program and how these 
gift instruments can bene-
fit you and the special 
people in your life. You 
can reach her at 301-990-
0014 extension 13 or by 
completing and mailing the coupon be-
low.  Please take a moment now and let 
Ms. Mason hear from you. 
 
(Please complete and return this reply form.) 
 
 

       The Washington Redskins Charitable 
Foundation was so impressed by Habitat's 
Youth Volunteers' Lego Blitz Build project 
that they awarded the group a $5,000 grant. 
Last October, more than 60 students par-
ticipated in a Lego building contest held at 
Montgomery Mall, raising money for Habi-
tat and providing community awareness.   
       This project fit perfectly into the Red-
skins All Stars Community Service Initia-

tive Competition which 
was designed to encour-
age community service, 
especially youth involve-
ment.   

       On May 4th Aubury Holmes, youth 
coordinator, accompanied these youth lead-
ers to an awards ceremony at Fed Ex Field 
where they were personally congratulated 
by Redskin players. The grant money  will 
be used to offset costs for next year's Lego 
Build, along with other youth programs 
such as the lunch program (where youth 
provide lunches for volunteers working at 
the Habitat job site), and the Walk-a-thon.  

       All of these projects will allow the 
youth program to grow and to continue 
educating the community about Habitat. 
  
Hail to the Redskins and to the Habitat 

Youth Volunteers! 
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A Charitable Gift Annuity  
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As Washington Redskins AllStars!  
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Dear Friends at Habitat for Humanity: 
 

___        Please contact me about a personal visit. The best time to call me is ______ AM/PM. 
___        I have provided for Habitat for Humanity-MC in my will or other estate-planning document. 
 

Your Name:________________________________________   Address:___________________________________________ 
 
City:______________________________________________   State:______ Zip:____________ 
Phone:___________________________ 
Mail this form to: attn: Barbara Mason, HFH-MC, 9110 Gaither Road, Gaithersburg, 20877-1422 
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New Board Members  
Nancy Floreen - Montgomery County Councilmember 
Kristy Mitchell Sullivan - Mitchell & Best 
  
New Staff 
Adeela Abbasi - Office Manager  
Robin Dimock - ReStore Sales Manager 
Jewel Everhart - ReStore Driver / Sales Associate 
Barbara Mason - Director of Development 
 
To view complete bios, visit our website at www.habitat-mc.org 

“I feel I get more out of it than the people 
getting the house... Often you do some-
thing and you can’t see the result. With 

Habitat, I can drive past a house and say. 
 ‘I helped build that.’” 

 -Habitat Volunteer and Crew Leader 


